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Being a petrolhead, my sports car 
ownership has been quite varied. I 
learnt to drive at the age of 13 and 
willed the years away until I could take 
my test. I had my first car (a Mini) two 

months before my 17th birthday and, as much as 
I idolised it, I drove it into the ground, much to 
the disgust of my father. When it failed the MoT, 
the only option was to part-exchange it.

Here’s where my journey really began. Sitting 
on the ramp at the local garage was a 1967 MG 
Midget. And I’d started work so, with a little 
persuasion, my father agreed, and a deal was 
done – it was mine!

I kept this car for three years before being 
presented with a new MGB roadster for my 21st 
birthday. Boy, was I the bees’ knees.

I suppose like most people, after two years 
of ownership you get a little bored, so I started 
looking for my next acquisition, which didn’t 
take long. A shiny new TR6 roadster was in the 
window of PJ Evans, the Triumph dealership. 
Within a week the MGB was part-exchanged and 
I was the new owner. Here’s where my love of the 
E-type started.

Journey to an E-type
David Wheeler explains how he went from Mini to E-type, 
and the work he’s done on his Series 3 since

•	 Top: David’s E-type is now looking pristine after its 
recent work. Note the appropriate numberplate
•	 Above: the engine was totally stripped and rebuilt 
during the autumn of 2020
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Journey to an E-type

A friend of mine worked for David Prophet, 
the local BMW dealership, and he’d taken a 1972 
V12 roadster in part-exchange for a 3-litre CSL. 
He offered this to me for the sum of £2,200 and 
would take my TR6 as part-exchange. I borrowed 
the E-type for the weekend and was blown away 
with it. But sense prevailed, because the fuel 

crisis was happening, so I turned the offer down. I know it’s the old adage, 
‘If I knew then what I know now’, but hey-ho – I moved on.

A John Player Lotus Twin Cam Europa was next. It’s been the only car 
I’ve owned that was like being on rails. Quite phenomenal. A V8 MGB GT 
followed that. Great in a straight line but you prayed going round the 
corners at speed. I kept this for another two years. But once again it made 
way for my first TVR, a Taimar. As fun as it was for its day, the only downside 

•	 Right: the top end of the 
engine being reassembled 
as part of the recent rebuild
•	  Below: the Series 3 
wins by a nose…
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•	 Below: the top end of 
the engine stripped to its 
bare components
•	 Bottom: all back 
together again and in the 
workshop with an XK 150 
FHC

was to avoid puddles if you wanted to keep 
going, but still very enjoyable. 

Business then intervened and my sensible hat 
came into play for a few years until I got bored. I 
started looking again and Audi had produced the 
S2 Coupé – what a fabulous car that was. 

Then, in 1995 a 5-litre TVR Griffith was 
purchased, followed by a Cerbera, then a Tuscan. 
Real grunt cars and thoroughly enjoyable. I 
was in the local TVR dealership after having the 
Tuscan serviced, and in the showroom was a 

silver Ferrari F355 Berlinetta. Having sat in this 
car while waiting to collect the TVR, I knew in my 
mind that one of these had to be next. When I 
arrived home that evening, I told my wife about 
the Ferrari and she replied, “You’ve always 
wanted one, so have one.” That was it! I sourced 
a Rosso F355 manual with Crema trim. I thought 
this was the finest car I’d ever driven. Once again, 
after a couple of years, this was part-exchanged 
for a manual Ferrari 360 Spider in Rosso with 
Crema trim. Wonderful days. Sense prevailed 

Journey to an E-type



19     -  The E-type   May 2021

once again and an M3 BMW V8 appeared, 
followed by a BMW 6 series, followed by a Jaguar 
XK Portfolio. 

This brings me to the purchase of my E-type 
V12 Roadster. Always in the back of my mind 
since that weekend in 1973, I’d loved the E-type 
and knew one day I’d have one. I purchased my 
car in October 2017. It was registered in August 
1974, making it one of the last prior to the final 
50. Knowing I’d be putting the car through 

various stages of restoration to bring it to the 
standard I wanted, I read a lot on forums about 
other owners’ problems and rectifications, which 
have helped tremendously. 

The car was stripped over the autumn/winter 
of 2017 and a ‘front bulkhead forward’ rebuild 
was carried out, changing at the same time all 
the usual parts – gas shocks, suspension parts, 
discs, calipers, etc. With the engine out, it was 
checked for any faults and the usual upgrades, 

• Above: the rebuilt 
engine back in place. Note 
the bare hood frame, 
awaiting a new soft -top
• Below: the front end 
was rebuilt during 2017

Journey to an E-type
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•	 Above: the engine ready 
to be dropped back in
•	 Right: final fettling 
taking place with the 
engine fitted
•	 Bottom right: a superb 
overhead view. The respray 
was carried out in autumn 
2020

Journey to an E-type

including a high-torque starter motor, alternator 
conversion kit, spin-off oil filter, aluminium 
water pump, etc, were fitted. At the same time, I 
decided to change the gearbox for a five-speed 
Tremec unit. 

By late spring of 2018, the car was ready to be 
rebuilt. It was decided to change all the glass, 
have a new interior fitted, replace the hood with 
a new mohair one and have the hood frame 
powder-coated. New wide dish chrome wire 
wheels and tyres were also fitted. I ran the car 
through late summer of 2018, but in the back of 
my mind I wasn’t completely happy, and I knew 
further work was needed. I was lucky enough 
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Journey to an E-type

to take the car, with some friends of mine who 
were also owners of fine examples of an E-type 
SII FHC and a 1967 Daimler Sovereign to Prescott 
hillclimb. I was fortunate enough to run the 
car up the hill several times, at the same time 
keeping a very close eye on the Armco barriers 
and the sheer drop to the left prior to the finish 
line. It was an experience I’m glad I had. So much 
so, I’ve reserved my place for September 2021. 

In 2019 the engine was removed, stripped 
and totally rebuilt. At the same time the ball 
joints, bushes and certain suspension parts were 
replaced, which was the right decision because 
it transformed the car. Being in lockdown in 
2020 and all events understandably cancelled, 
I decided to have the IRS removed and have 
it rebuilt, including a new diff. New discs and 
calipers were fitted, including bearings and 
bushes. All carrier parts were blasted and 
powder-coated. I then decided to have the car 
repainted, along with the factory hard-top in a 
matching colour. The hard-top was then re-
trimmed, including a new rear window, chrome 
trims and cantrails. This took most of the autumn 
of 2020, but the car looks fantastic and I’m now 
ready for the events in 2021. Fingers crossed – we 
all certainly deserve it.

•	 Top left: the interior was 
retrimmed in 2018
•	 Top right: rebuilt engine 
now drives through a five-
speed gearbox 
•	 Above left: back home. 
David also has a matching 
hard-top for the car
•	 Left: tackling the 
famous Prescott hillclimb


